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A person re-enters a building at the Promenade retirement residence, where local health officials reported 
Ottawa's first case of COVID-I9 in a retirement or long-term care home after a resident tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus, on Saturday, March 28, 2020. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Uustin Tang 
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TORONTO -- Nearly one month after Ontario's long-term care sector recorded its first COVID-I9 
death, the province will begin "proactive surveillance testing" all residents and staff to gain a 
better understanding of how "pervasive" the virus is in the province's nursing homes. 
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Public Health units are being asked by the Ministry of Health to develop a plan that would see dall 
residents and staff in the province's 650 long-term care homes tested for the disease -with a 
particular focus being placed on asymptomatic staff who might unintentionally introduce the 
virus into a home. 


Ontario's long-term care homes have been hardest hit by the spread of COVID-I9 claiming the 
lives of 400 people, including 399 residents and one health-care worker, and leaving thousands 
more infected with the virus. 
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The government introduced new measures designed to limit the spread, including restricting 
nurses and personal support workers from being employed at more than one long-term care 
home for two weeks, re-deploying hospital staff and resources to affected homes and creating 
pandemic plans for homes that have yet to experience an outbreak. 
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However, the government's approach to testing has been criticized as being too limited in scope 
-the province said only those who have come in contact with a confirmed COVID:-I9 carrier 
would be tested for the virus. 


According to the Ministry of Long-Term Care roughly 10,000 staff and residents have been 
tested for the virus -10 per cent of the total number of people living and working in the facilities — 
including 5,000 people over the weekend alone. 


In a memo to local public health officials on April 21, Ontario's Deputy Minister of Health Helen 
Angus acknowledged that the only way to "understand the current status of COVID-I9" in an 
individual home is to screen asymptomatic residents for the virus. 


"Testing is an important component of a comprehensive response plan being implemented to 
address COVID-I9 in this vulnerable population in order to ensure that these facilities have every 
resource needed to stop the spread of COVID-19," Angus said in the memo. 


Public health units are being told to prioritize homes that are experiencing outbreaks before 
moving to residences with no symptomatic residents or staff and can lean on local paramedic 
services to help increase their testing capabilities. 


"This point-in-time testing will enable homes, PHUs, and the province to better understand the 
prevalence of COVID-I9 in long-term care homes and inform future planning," Angus said in the 
memo. 


"When they were released, we had every expectation that local public health officials would 
apply this discretion liberally out of an abundance of caution, including proactively testing all 
residents and staff if necessary," the statement reads. "The significant increase in daily testing 
since their release confirms that many public health units and long-term care homes 
experiencing an outbreak, defined as only one case, have tested proactively and broadly." 


The ministry says details and timeline for implementation has yet to be shared with public health 
units. 


Earlier this week the province conceded that the outbreaks in Ontario's long-term care homes 
now makes it difficult to predict the overall number of lives COVID-I9 could ultimately take. 
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182 unmarked graves found near former residential school outside Cranbrook, B.C. 
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Toronto teen would not have drowned if he wore a life jacket, teacher acknowledges at 
trial 
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Ontario moves to Step 2 of its reopening plan. Here's everything that can reopen today 
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Canada 'atop the world': Feds on vaccine rollout 
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WHO encourages wealthy nations to donate vaccines 


CTV News Toronto at Six for Tuesday, June 29, 2021 
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Ontario's new top doctor weighs in on Step 3 
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Here are 5 things a Toronto salon owner wants you to know as you book your Step 2 
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Indoor playdate? Experts say kids who are too young to be vaccinated are still safest 
outdoors 
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Four more bodies found in Surfside condo rubble; at least 16 dead 
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Ontario's new top doctor weighs in on Step 3 
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Canada 'atop the world': Feds on vaccine rollout 
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